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British subjects; and though the State had never
prosecuted the forfeiture of this particular estate,
she was always threatening to do so. Marshall's
investment thus came to occupy for many years a
precarious legal footing which, it may be surmised,
did not a little to keep alert his natural sympathy
for all victims of legislative oppression. Moreover
the business relation which he formed with Robert
Morris in financing the investment brought him
into personal contact for the first time with the
interests behind Hamilton's financial program, the
constitutionality of which he had already defended
on the hustings.

It was due also to this business venture that
Marshall was at last persuaded to break through
his rule of declining office and to accept appoint-
ment in 1797, together with Pinckney and Gerry,
on the famous "X. Y.Z." mission to France. From
this single year's employment he obtained nearly
$20,000, which, says his biographer, "over and
above his expenses/' was "three times his annual
earnings at the bar"; and the money came just in
the nick of time to save the Fairfax investment, for
Morris was now bankrupt and in jail. But not less
important as a result of his services was the en-
hanced reputation which Marshall's correspondence